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**PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST****NOMINATED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE****WINNER OF

THE AMERICAN BOOK AWARD**A New York Times Notable BookA Wall Street Journal Top 10

Book of the YearAn NPR Great Read of 2014A Kirkus Best Fiction Book of the Year In these pages,

Laila Lalami brings us the imagined memoirs of the first black explorer of America: Mustafa

al-Zamori, called Estebanico. The slave of a Spanish conquistador, Estebanico sails for the

Americas with his master, Dorantes, as part of a danger-laden expedition to Florida. Within a year,

Estebanico is one of only four crew members to survive. As he journeys across America with his

Spanish companions, the Old World roles of slave and master fall away, and Estebanico remakes

himself as an equal, a healer, and a remarkable storyteller. His tale illuminates the ways in which

our narratives can transmigrate into historyâ€”and how storytelling can offer a chance at redemption

and survival.
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I was skeptical but I couldn't pass up a fictional account of a famous historical trek, the journey

through the Gulf Coast taken by several Spanish soldiers after the disaster that struck Narvaez's

journey through Florida. As Spain was exploring its new territories, a new expedition sought out

riches in Florida. Led somewhat ineptly by Narvaez, the soldiers find themselves unprepared for

Florida natives and terrain, and eventually lose many to sickness and natives made hostile by

aggressive Spanish "inquisition", especially seeking gold. One of the members of the expedition is a

"Moor", a native of Morocco who sold himself into slavery to feed his family and was a servant to



one of the hildagos on the expedition. The book is a fictionalized account from his

perspective.Lalami does an incredible job writing as a man who has lost his status, and his hope.

Before a devastating drought he was a merchant, but lost everything. To save his family he

becomes a slave and eventually travels to Florida with one of the leaders of the expedition.

However, after a calamity which leaves only three Spaniards and himself alive, the narrator adapts

to his surroundings in the Gulf Coast and to the people and languages much more effectively than

the Spanish, who cannot believe they are held in contempt by the natives.Mustafa and the

Spaniards live and continue to move south and west in the hopes of meeting other Spaniards or

discovering Spanish settlements. They have few skills, so often are asked to do women's work by

the tribes with whom they live. Mustafa displays an ability to heal using herbs and other medical

knowledge, and the four gain a following. Eventually, after almost eight years in the wilderness they

encounter a Spanish settlement.

"Everything had already been loved and everything has already been told. If we only listened to the

stories."Estebanico, the North African slave who narrates "The Moor's Account"In its most apparent

aspect, Laila Lalami's "The Moor's Account" tells the story of the four survivors of Panfilo Narvaez'

disastrous exploration of La Florida about a decade following Hernan Cortez' conquest of the

Aztecs. In and of itself, this fictionalized retelling is full of action, a little love, and a lot of survival. Its

focus is on Estebanico, a North African slave who warrants exactly one line of notice in the

popularized relacion written by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca originally published in 1542. Lalami,

though, chooses a wonderful lead for her novel, utilizing the accepted history of the events as a

foundation upon which to build her piece historical fiction.The novel is actually about much more

than the somewhat fantastical trials and tribulations of three spanish conquistadors and one lone

slave. Lalami is clearly a fan of the art of storytelling. Her passion seeps through the pages of her

novel, and through the well-written voice of Mustafa ibn Muhammad who's given the name Esteban

when he sells himself into slavery."When I fell into slavery, I was forced to give up not just my

freedom, but also the name that my mother and father had chosen for me. A name is precious; it

carries inside it a language, a history, a set of traditions, a particular way of looking at the world."-

MustafaLalami writes a strong voice in her character of Estebanico. She sets the right tone with his

frank narration, brief dialogue, and insights from his internal monologue and simple plot elements.

The Moor's Account The Moor: A Novel of Suspense Featuring Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes:

Mary Russell, Book 4 Moor: What They didn't Teach You in Black History Class Red House: Being

http://overanswer.com/en-us/read-book/NmyEZ/the-moor-s-account.pdf?r=RY5N9QdP%2BNy4a4RJofOUmvhz0K65ewXA5xUmisywuxo%3D


a Mostly Accurate Account of New England's Oldest Continuously Lived-in House Lithography for

Artists - A Complete Account of How to Grind, Draw Upon, Etch, and Print from the Stone

Lithography for Artists: A Complete Account of How to Grind, Draw... Lone Survivor: The

Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of SEAL Team 10 Countdown to

My Birth: A day by day account from your baby's point of view Aliens Are Coming!: The True

Account Of The 1938 War Of The Worlds Radio Broadcast Oceanology: The True Account of the

Voyage of the Nautilus (Ologies) Brave Cloelia: Retold from the Account in The History of Early

Rome by the Roman Historian Titus Livius Jungle Fighters: A Firsthand Account of the Forgotten

New Guinea Campaign (Jules Archer History for Young Readers) Jacob Or Esau...Which Brother

Are You?: A Study of Spiritual Israel and Spiritual Edom of the End Days Through the Type and

Antitype of Jacob and Esau in the Genesis Account The Church: A Theological and Historical

Account The Uncontrolling Love of God: An Open and Relational Account of Providence The Diary

of a Teenage Girl, Revised Edition: An Account in Words and Pictures Poorly Made in China: An

Insider's Account of the Tactics Behind China's Production Game The Private Life of the Rabbit: An

Account of the Life History and Social Behavior of the Wild Rabbit Montessori in the Classroom: A

Teacher's Account of How Children Really Learn The Passing of Armies: An Account Of The Final

Campaign Of The Army Of The Potomac 

http://overanswer.com/en-us/dmca

